
Introducing CHLDRN (Children’s Hearing and 
Language Development Resource Network) of Ohio

We are grassroots collaborative working to improving 
outcomes for children who are D/HH in Ohio.  

Drink the kool aid, come and join us!!



Learning Objectives

1.  At the end of the session, participants will be able to discuss the 
components of a collaborative network.

2.  At the end of the session, participants will be able to discuss the 
components of the Oberkotter family journey.

3.  At the end of the session, participants will be able to discuss the 
mission and goals of CHLDRN of Ohio.



Today’s Facilitators

Presentation

Carrie Spangler

Wendy Steuerwald

Discussion Groups

Derek Houston

K. Todd Houston

Carrie Spangler

Wendy Steuerwald



CHANGE: Got us moving and keeps us going! 

Changes in state EHDI system :ODH/DODD

Changes in RIHP 

Lack of standard system throughout Ohio

Opportunities to lose kids between service areas

Opportunities to lose kids because there is not a list that 
can be monitored. (like what RIHP used to do)

Want to improve outcome for kids



Catalyst for Change:  Oberkotter

8/01/16: Email from Amy Newnam regarding changes in Ohio

Encouraged us to create a state collaborative to improve 
outcomes for children who are D/HH

Formed a steering  committee of professionals from around 
the state



Steering Committee Members

North: 

K. Todd Houston, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert. AVT,   Professor,  Director, 
Telepractice & eLearning Lab (TeLL)

Carrie Spangler, Au.D., Lead Educational Audiologist, Summit Educational 
Service Center

Center: 

Derek Houston, Ph.D., The Ohio State University Eye and Ear Institute

South:

Maria Sentelik, M.S., Executive Director, Ohio Valley Voices

Wendy Steuerwald  Au D  Clinical Manager  Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 



CHLDRN of Ohio aims to be a truly statewide collaborative

Oliver Adunka, MD
Irina Castellanos, PhD

Esther Chen, PhD
Carrie Davenport

Kim Davis, CPNP-PC
Molly Estes

Ursula Findlen, PhD
Rachael Frush Holt, PhD

Gina Hounam, PhD
Derek Houston, PhD
Jongmin Jung, PhD

Shana Lucius, MA, CCC-SLP
Prashant Malhotra, MD

Claire Monroy
Michelle McCully
Megan McShea
Susan McTyiere
Lindsey Pauline

Jessa Reed, PhD
Megan Reese
Julie Stewart

Camille Warren
Yuanyuan Wang, PhD

Sandra Brotman-Domoracki, AuD
K Todd Houston, PhD
Kristen Nowak
Carrie Spangler, AuD
Denise Wray, PhD

Dan Choo, MD
Lori Garland, MS, CCC
Lisa Hunter, PhD
Maria Sentelik, MA
Wendy Steuerwald, AuD
Molly Weber
Kimberleigh Szaz, MEd

Holle Aungst, AuD
Susan Cromwell
Shelley Duncan, AuD
Don Goldberg, MD
Carrie Putka, AuD
Meredith Sugar, JD
Bridgid Whitford, AuD
Lindsay Zombek

Lori Pakulski, AuD

Brandie Nance, AuD

Linda McGinnis, MA 
CCC-A/F-AAA



How we started our work

•Identify all relevant organizations in Ohio. Who 
are we missing? Who wants to be part of this 
collaborative?
•Determine what is occurring in all areas of the 
state. What is happening through DoDD? What 
is happening with private organizations.
•How can CHLDRN of Ohio fit in?



Tree analogy

Tree trunk goals: big, strong, Deep roots, live 
for a long time, nurturing to bear fruit, strong, 
broad based

Branch goals: new life, needs pruning, 
blossoms, details



Oberkotter Family Journey 





The Family Journey is depicted on the previous slide. Look at 
the journey and consider the following

•Where does the journey become challenging?
•What are the problem areas?
•Where are the gaps?
•What are some ways the journey could be improved?
•What are some potential interventions?
•What are some interventions that may work in Ohio that we 
could work on together?



CHLDRN:  Mission and Vision  

Our mission is to identify gaps in current care 
models and to develop plans to fill those gaps 
with new services that integrate with existing 
services. 

Our vision is for children who are D/HH to 
achieve optimal outcomes through collaborative 
services provided in Ohio.



Current Status

Named the Collaborative: CHLDRN of Ohio

2 face to face large group meetings

Survey of CHLDRN participants: State EHDI 
system compared to JCIH 2013

Small and Large group discussions for 
CHLDRN of Ohio at face to face meeting

Interviewed facilitators and consultants



Current Status

Process of submitting a Community 
Collaboration Planning Grant to Oberkotter

Networking with other states (Washington and 
Georgia) 

Monthly steering committee conference calls

Learning from members



•understand the state-level changes 
that are occurring in Ohio related to 
funding and delivery of services to 
children who are deaf or hard of 
hearing and then

•to develop a comprehensive plan for 
participating in those changes in order 
to fully support children and their 
families on their journey from 
identification through intervention. 

Let’s Survey





Survey Format for Questions

Assessment Draft by: Nicole Brown and Candace Lindow Davies of MN.



Summary of Survey Results

JCIH Survey

Highest Priorities:  Parents/Children are 
Foundation

Survey Priorities:  Goals: 1, 2, and 9 



Questions to consider in Breakout Groups!!

1. What is the problem/issue?

2. What are the community needs 
or assets?

3. What are the desired results 
(output/outcomes/impact)

4. What are the influential factors 
that could drive a project?

5. What are change strategies?

6. Assumptions- why will these 
change strategies work?

Goal 1:  All Children who are D/HH and their families 
have access to timely and coordinated entry into EI 
programs supported by a data management system 
capable of tracking families from confirmation of HL to 
enrollment into EI services

Goal 2:  All Children who are D/HH and their families 
experience timely access to service coordinators who 
have specialized knowledge and skills related to working 
with individuals who are D/HH

Goal 9:  All families will have access to other families 
with child who is D/HH and trained to provide culturally 
and linguistically sensitive support, mentorship, and 
guidance



Want to participate?? Questions?? Email us!

Carrie Spangler: 
carries@summitesc.org

Wendy Steuerwald: 
Wendy.Steuerwald@CCHMC.org

mailto:carries@summitesc.org
mailto:Wendy.Steuerwald@CCHMC.org


“Alone we can do so 
little; together we can 
do so much” 
― Helen Keller

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7275.Helen_Keller
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